
2018-2019 BCS 3/4 Team Summer Packet 
 

Dear Third and Fourth Graders,  
 
As the 2017-2018 school year comes to an end, the 3/4 teachers would like to wish you all a safe and happy 
summer.  We would also like to see you exercise your brain, while enjoying fun in the sun.  This Summer 
Packet will enrich your vacation and help you to prepare for your upcoming classes this fall.  
 
This packet includes four required activities: a family read activity, math games, a favorite summer memory 
activity, and an independent reading log. There are also optional assignments for those of you with extra time 
on your hands this summer. Details and directions for all of these assignments can be found within this packet. 
 
Please read the directions for each activity very carefully and be prepared to present your final products when 
we return in the fall.  However, do not bring your projects on the first day of school.  During the first week 
back, you will receive instructions from your teachers regarding turning in your Summer Packet work. 
 
 

This year we are super excited about our second summer community read! 
 

Thanks to our wonderful BCS PTSA, every family, every student, every member of 
staff at BCS will be reading The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate. 
 
The book celebrates the transformative power of unexpected friendships. Inspired 
by the true story of a captive gorilla known as Ivan, this illustrated novel is told from 
the point of view of Ivan himself. 
 
Having spent 27 years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, 
Ivan has grown accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly ever thinks about 
his life in the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies himself with television, his friends Stella 
and Bob, and painting. But when he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from the 
wild, he is forced to see their home, and his art, through new eyes. 

 
Some of you may have already read The One and Only Ivan before but there is a saying that states, “To read a 
book for the first time is to make a new acquaintance; to read it for a second time is to meet an old friend.” 
We invite you to explore and celebrate this book with your family this summer. Read it aloud to each other on 
a long car journey or while relaxing by the pool. We want to keep your brain well exercised as you explore 
characters and themes, but more importantly, we want you to have fun!  
 
 
 
We look forward to seeing you in the fall, refreshed and ready to learn! 

 
Sincerely, 
 
BCS ¾ Team 

 



Family Read Activity (Required) 

We will all be taking a journey through the same book together this 
summer. We want you to STOP and notice the sign posts in the book. 
When you’re driving a car, you notice the signs and respond 
accordingly. It’s the same with reading: common patterns, or “signs,” 
become recognizable, and as readers we respond. In reading, we call 
these signs “signposts”, these are places you recognize as important 
and where you stop, notice, and respond accordingly. 

 
Here are some conversation starters that you can use as you journey 
through the book. During dinner, or whenever you find the time to 
discuss the book together as a family, share any sign posts you may 
have noticed. The story might not have every sign post. We invite you 
to reflect upon the book and share your thinking with each other.  

  

  

  



Independent Reading Log (Required) 
A book is a dream that you hold in your hand. 

–Neil Gaiman 
We want you to develop of love of reading and throughout your time on the 3/4 team we encourage you to 
Read! Read! Read! Summer is a great time to snuggle up with a good book and we encourage you to read as 
many books as you can. You can also continue to login to your MyON account to find great books throughout 
the summer. Every time you finish a book record it on this Google Form 
https://goo.gl/forms/GemEMgDNokoIF5uU2 
 
Our theme for the next school year is PATTERNS. 
What is a pattern?  
How do patterns help you make predictions? 
How do patterns influence behavior? 
 
As you read The One and Only Ivan, do you notice any patterns? Do you notice characters changing and 
adapting to different patterns? 

 
 

Math Games (Required) 
 In The One and Only Ivan, Ivan can barely remember his twin sister Tag, named for her favorite game to play 
with Ivan. Playing games is a wonderful way to build relationships but it is also a wonderful way to LEARN! In 
your summer packet you will find two dice, a pack of playing cards and a booklet full of games that will help 
you learn your basic facts. We have a rigorous math curriculum at BCS and on the3/4 team we expect you to 
practice basic facts for 15 minutes every day, all year long! So let’s make it FUN!! 
 Your task is to learn to play the games in your booklet. Play with friends and family and figure out which 
games you prefer. When you return to school in September you will be asked to share your favorite game and 
explain why you liked it so much. If you think you can design a better game for learning basic facts using 
playing cards and/or dice write down the rules and you can teach your class mates in September! 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/GemEMgDNokoIF5uU2


Favorite Family Summer Memory (Required) 
 

 Do you have a FAVORITE summer memory with your family?  Did you go on a trip to a new place?   Did you 
cook and share your favorite family recipe? Or did you just stay home and spend time with your family? Check 
out some activities to do locally this summer and feel free to add to our list: https://goo.gl/UA66BL 

We want to hear all about it!  Fill out this page, including a photo(s) and a detailed summary of what you did. 
These will be hung in classrooms to celebrate a wonderful BCS Summer. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place Photo(s) Here 
  

 

Write about your family memory with lively detail using any/all of the five senses . . . 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://goo.gl/UA66BL


COMPASS LEARNING (Optional)  
 
To keep your Math and ELA skills sharp over the summer we strongly encourage you to work 
on your compass learning account for twenty minutes per day. To get to your account go to 
the BPS webpage, click on the Parent/Students tab and scroll down to student links. Click on 
the compass learning icon. 
 

 
 

The Username is the same computer login that contains initials and a number that your child 
uses at school (Example: ajh4) 
The Password is the date of birth. (Example: April 5 2005 = 452005) *There is no leading zero 
If you are experiencing difficulties logging in, please check that that all minimum software 
requirements are met. A requirements list is available by clicking the System Requirements 
button on the Compass Learning Odyssey home page. The system check option on the System 
Requirements page provides assistance in this effort by checking the operating system, browser 
version, specific browser settings, and plug-ins. Click the Check System button to start the 
system check. You can easily see which requirements have not yet been met and access the 
appropriate Web sites via the links provided. 
Detailed information on browser settings can be found in the Compass Learning Odyssey 
Support section, available from the Compass Learning Odyssey home page.  
If you still have trouble logging in please contact Al Negaran for technical assistance at 
ANegaran@birmingham.k12.mi.us. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

mailto:ANegaran@birmingham.k12.mi.us


  PTA National Reflections Program (Optional)  
 

Calling all artists, photographers, dancers, composers, filmmakers and authors! It is time for Reflections! This 
program offers all BCS students the opportunity to create works of art for fun and recognition. Reflect on the 
theme. Create an original work. Be recognized! 
 

Reflect on this year’s theme, “Heroes Around Me” 
 
Create original art in one or more of the categories listed below. 
 

Photography Musical Composition 

Visual Arts Dance Choreography 

Literature Film/Video Production 

 
Enter to win local, state, and national recognition, and prizes!  
  

The 2017-18 BCS PTA Reflection results are in!!!  

 

Submit Entries to the Media Center  
October 1st through November 9th, 2018 

Be sure to follow all entry guidelines and requirements carefully. Student names should not 
appear anywhere on artwork, or the entry will be disqualified from judging! 

 

Official Rules 

Entry Form  

Consent Form  

2020-2021 Theme Search   

 See the National 
PTA Reflections Site for more information. 

Questions? Please email Diana Patterson or Jennifer Spencer 

 

 

 

http://blogs.birmingham.k12.mi.us/bcscommunitynews/files/2018/03/17-18-MI-PTA-Reflections_BCS-1xfnm25.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/777/18-19%20Summer/2018_Reflections_Official_Rules.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/777/18-19%20Summer/Reflections_Entry_5.8.18.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/777/18-19%20Summer/Reflections_ConsentForm.pdf
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/cms/lib/MI01908619/Centricity/Domain/777/18-19%20Summer/Theme%20Search%2018_19.pdf
https://www.pta.org/home/programs/reflections
https://www.pta.org/home/programs/reflections
mailto:d4patter4@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jenniferspenc@gmail.com


BCS Grades - 3/4 School Supply List 
Please label each of these items with your student's first and last name: 

 Quantity 

Zipper Binder …………………………………………………………………………………… 1 

School Headset or earbuds (ziplock bag with a name)…………… 1  

(No Bluetooth or battery headsets please) 

3-Hole Zipper Pocket/Pencil Case for Traveling Binder…………… 1 

Glue Stick…………………………………………………………………………………………… 2 

Markers (any kind)……………………………………………………………….…………… 1 set 

Crayons & Colored pencils (any kind)………………………………………………. 1 set 

Scissors – Student Size ………………………………………………………………… 1 

12” Ruler (with Standard & Metric measurement)…………………… 1 

Erasers……………………………………………………………………………………………... 3 

Sharpened Pencils with Erasers……………………………………………………. 12 

Scotch Tape……………………………………………………………………………………….. 1 

Small Pencil Case for cubby……………………………………………………………… 1 

Mechanical Personal Sharpener for pencils……………………………….     1 
 

 

Please do NOT write your student’s name on any of the 

items below:  We will be labeling each of the following items  

at school to best fit our classroom organizational system.   

 Quantity 

Composition Notebook (70-100 sheets, no spiral bound please)……4  

Plastic Folders (2 pocket pronged) 1 of each color …………………..  6 

(Green, Red, Blue, Yellow, Purple, Orange) 

Kleenex …………………………………………………………………………………………….  2 boxes 

Clorox wipes …………………………………………………………………………………….. 1 bottle 

Zip lock bags (4th grade only, sandwich or quart size please)…….. 1 box 

Hand Sanitizer (3rd Grade only)……………………………………………………….  1 bottle. 

 

Most importantly, please bring: 
BIG SMILES ………………………………………………………………………………………… 1 A Day!   
 

 

We cannot require you to purchase any of these supplies, however we know that children in our community often 

like to purchase their own supplies.  If you need financial assistance purchasing any of the above items, please 

contact Mark Morawski at 203-4428.  Your call will be kept confidential.   

 

 

BCS 
 

 


